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He came into this world on June ninth, 1963. Residing far outside Hollywood with his family of whom he cherishes and holds most dear. A talented guitarist, he holds a great passion for music, favoring Dylan and The Stones. An unique acting ability, combined with a desire to always be moving and reaching for more, he is constantly working and traveling. Standing at 5’9 hiding behind wisps of chestnut hair; his chocolate eyes smile through his tortoise frame glasses. He comments with a soft spoken tone, always playful and upbeat in his conversation. Foreword, yet introverted, in his perception on life and the way he interacts with others. His persona is peppered with patience, although at times his mood may sway suddenly bringing on the characteristics of the Gemini. While anyone reading this article can point directly to the signs that describe Johnny Depp himself, here, it is the description of Mr. Danny Lopez, the world's most well-known Johnny Depp Impersonator. Danny is one of the few, if only impersonator, who share this many qualities with their subject even down to the same shoe size and birthday. 

When the idea first came to me about writing an article on America's top Johnny look alike, I must admit, I was more than a little skeptical. I knew nothing about look-alikes except that I wondered, what kind of person would have the nerve to even attempt to impersonate Johnny Depp? As I began to look into the work that Danny had done as not only Johnny but, also as Willy Wonka and the other Characters that Johnny has conveyed, I realized something very crucial. This was not a man walking around telling people, “I’m Johnny Depp,” this also was not an individual that you see in the supermarket or gas station and make the remark, “has anyone ever told you that you look like…” This was a whole different scenario altogether. Danny Lopez did not even start performing as an impersonator until about two years ago, when as an actor he just was not reaching the level that he had hoped for. Basically pushed into the role of Johnny by an agent and others that knew him, Danny reluctantly agreed to give it a try. Not possessing a huge amount of knowledge about Johnny himself, Danny began to discover that the familiarity of his appearance was not the only thing that he shared with this great generational icon. As he acquired more information about Johnny he found that they shared similar interests, gifts and hobbies, even down to the same eye glass prescription. Danny plays the guitar in a band, which has been a bread and butter job for him, mirroring Johnny’s acting to supplement his music. He enjoys Dylan and The Stones and is a huge fan of Tim Burton’s work. I wrote to him and sent him a series of questions that I felt would truly show me if he indeed was an individual who could even consider himself worthy of this occupation that he has taken upon himself. Reaching a step farther, I requested a phone interview, if possible, that I was certain he would refuse. Much to my surprise he agreed and I began to prepare myself for a conversation with someone that would most probably prove to be self-centered and possibly delusional, I was sure that it would tell the whole story about this man that dresses in a character’s bandana. To be certain it surely did tell the story, but not the one that I expected to be writing today.
I picked up the phone receiver to a soft and dimly familiar voice that I somehow recollected hearing a million times say the familiar words, “It’s Jack.” Somewhat surprised and yet hearing the humor in the tone, I smiled automatically and replied, “umm yeah, I don’t think so.” 
“Hey, its Danny Lopez, how are you?” After the first 30 seconds of conversation, my judgmental questions and doubts began to fade like the shadows that are met in the noonday sunlight. We began to talk of music and film and of course, Mr. Johnny Depp himself. Before I could even remark at his likeness I heard the proclamation come across the line, “I just can’t believe all that’s happened to me with all this, I mean Johnny is such an iconic figure, I could never even presume to hold myself to him.” That clinched it! I was so pleasantly surprised by this man! I didn’t have to try and feel at ease conversing with him at all and there he was, quirky, bright and insightful. Suddenly, something that was supposed to be an ordinary interview, became a deep and uplifting discussion. So this is more of a topical highlight of our conversations, dialogue and information that I thought you would enjoy and should take the time to enlighten on, since we will certainly be seeing him very soon in many films and shows.
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The first time that Danny realized this job would possibly be worth while was at a simple request of a father at a hospital, who approached him to come and say hello to his little girl. Danny agreed, on the stipulation that he would not claim to be Johnny himself. It did not matter at all to the little one, who’s face lit up in happiness. “I realized then that I could really use this in a positive way. It never dawned on me that I could do something special because of it.” Danny stated. “This is a man who touches so many and gives so much,” and that is the thing that Danny admires most about his subject, “His devotion to his family and his charity work with children. He is a kind of human being who uses his position to help those less fortunate. That tells you all you need to know about the guy.”
When I asked him about how he feels having so much in common with Johnny he gives a little chuckle and says, “ yeah, well that’s a scary deal, I mean the list just keeps growing, I'm part Native American, I play guitar (professionally), I have an 8 year old child, my wife is of French decent, I love all the monster movie classics, I'm really a big fan of Tim Burton, Vincent Price, Lon Chaney, Lugosi, Karloff, Chris Lee, etc, In music, the Stones are my favorite group and Keith my favorite guitarist. I also really like the music of Iggy, Tom Waits and Bob Dylan. I'm also an actor/musician or vice versa. I could go on but those are the things that stand out.” Directly after that he shows his own individuality when he shares, “I don't want to lose my OWN identity based on what Johnny likes. Despite the resemblance, I like being my own person. I admire Johnny but I have no desire to be a 'Depp clone' and it's not a religion for me, you try not to read to closely between the lines when it comes to similarities with your famous person.” 
My interest tweaked, I inquired what he thought was the biggest difference between them. “ Not sure as I don’t personally know Johnny” he remarks, “I’m sure many things. I prefer a beer over red wine, I don’t smoke as much, it’s a tough question as I find that I have a lot more things in common with him than not.” Knowing that both he and Johnny are family men, I was interested in what his family thinks of his impersonation job. “They could care less.... Actually, my girl,” ( he also calls his wife this), “is very good with it. She finds it all very amusing. She's had to get used to teenage girls in shopping malls running up and hugging me, inappropriate offers, blatant stares, being interrupted at dinner, etc. She's actually better with it than I am and she's always very good with people. My Mom is great and very supportive about it but she'd back me no matter how outlandish a job i had. My sisters don't care, they like Tom Cruise, (traitors!). My sisters name is Jennifer (Lopez) and my brother looks like actor Mark Ruffalo so family gatherings are always a hoot. My kid loves it. His friends at school think I'm the same guy from the movies. Alex argues with them that I'm just his Dad. He just thinks his father has a weird job. I don't understand why? Don't all 8 year olds in America have a Dad running around the house dressed as Edward Scissorhands?” Obviously the charity and children’s events seem to be his favorite gigs and I could hear the emotion and sincerity in his voice as he talked about his work with them, “Kids really love Johnny and his famous movie characters. The kids just go nuts when they meet me. Because of the resemblance, many think they are meeting the real thing, I mean it’s hard to explain to a 6 year old that I’m not the guy from the movie when he meets me. Another gig I really enjoyed doing was for the Ability First Adults Academy Presentation. They get to walk down the red carpet with the impersonators.”
Since he will not tell people that he is actually Johnny and will not sign Johnny’s name on autographs, I posed the question, is there something you would NOT do as Johnny. “Well, I would never do ANYTHING that would reflect badly on Johnny and I certainly wouldn't do anything to reflect badly on myself especially when it comes to my family. There comes a real responsibility with doing celebrity impersonations in that you really are representing your star in a way. I know it sounds weird but I feel if I react badly to a situation, a person could get a negative impression of Johnny. I have had some strange offers including adult movie offers, scandalous photos, uncompromising photo shoots, tabloid stuff, etc. There is nothing I would ever do (no matter what the money) that would embarrass my son, wife or family and especially Johnny.” 
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The two final questions seem to wrap up all that I have learned about Danny from his friends, family and fans who have nothing but the highest praise for him as a person and an entertainer. I asked Danny, If he could tell Johnny something, about why he is doing the impersonation job, what would he say? “Wow, I think I'd be embarrassed to tell him that. I think Johnny would think it's cool. Johnny has a great sense of humor. I've read that HE used to imitate/impersonate rock stars, Evel Knevel, etc. I think we all impersonate someone famous to some extent during our lives. I know that Johnny's been very good and very flattered by all the Pirates clones out there. Trust me, it takes a LOT of guts to go out there and impersonate Johnny. He's a true rock star. If I hadn't had experience professionally playing music legends like George Harrison or Keith Richards, I doubt I’d have done it.” Which was followed by the next question, if you could say something to all the people that read this, who may have less an understanding about you and look-alikes, what would it be? “That I don't think I'm Johnny Depp. When I'm not working, I don't pretend to be him, I don't act like him nor would I (ironically) ever want to be him. It's strictly an acting job for me. As an actor, if people think I'm convincing as Johnny or his characters, that is a great compliment for me. I consider Johnny to be the greatest actor of our generation and like everyone else, I love his work. I don't, however, live my life around what Johnny is doing. I'm not comfortable having "fans" because I resemble Johnny. It's Depp who deserves fans because it's his work that is known and accomplished. I enjoy meeting Johnny's fans because I am such a big fan myself. I would also like people to know that most Celebrity look-alikes/impersonators aren't obsessed fans. We are just regular folks that do this as a side job. Of course, there are some loonies but, most of my impersonator friends don't take any of it to seriously. Impersonators often get a bad rap. I hate getting categorized with the bad Elvis impersonators. Many in this business are truly talented. People don't choose who they look like…. It can often be difficult and I'm not so sure anyone would really want to deal with this in their daily lives. It can be a total invasion of privacy and space. It's really weird being stared at all the time. In fact, wasn't really convinced until I started meeting people who actually know him and they started telling me and making the comparisons. I do know this… every major celebrity, politician, sports, historical etc figure has an Impersonator and I guess I basically agree that Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.

